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Information for project applications
Who are we?

GG is a nationwide organisation in the Netherlands run by volunteers, who collect and refurbish discarded tools for the benefit of small-scale projects in developing countries.

The head-office in Amsterdam co-ordinates about 250 collection points, where companies and individuals donate their discarded tools. These tools are cleaned and repaired by volunteers in 30 workshops throughout the country.

GG is a non-governmental organisation with neither political nor religious affiliations. The activities are financed through fundraising, sponsorships and private donations
Mission Statement

To deliver quality tools for technical training and production in developing countries with the aim to assist people to become self-reliant and earn an independent income.

To enhance global solidarity, co-operation and participation through voluntary work in the Netherlands.

To contribute to sustainable development by making available quality refurbished tools and machinery.

To raise awareness in the Netherlands about development, cooperation, recycling and social participation.
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What kind of projects can apply?

GG supports local initiatives that lead to sustainable development and economic independence.

In particular locally organised projects focusing on vocational training, income generation, subsistence improvement and/or creation of employment are invited to forward an application for tools.

Preference is given to gender oriented projects and projects aiming at marginalised groups, co-operatives, ecological awareness and environmental protection.
GG only supports projects in which the target group itself takes the initiative and remains active in preparation, decision-making and implementation of the project.

The requesting organisation has to complete a questionnaire to enable GG to verify aims, achievements and working methods of the organisation.

GG highly appreciates proper and regular feedback on reception and use of the tools from supported projects.

What kind of projects cannot apply?

Private persons, individuals, large scale or already long established organisations that receive support from other (international) donors and state-institutions that are largely subsidised by local authorities.

What kind of tools?

GG mainly provides hand tools and small 220-volts electric equipment for the following vocational trades:

· carpentry and joinery

· metalwork 

· auto mechanics

· building and construction

· sewing

· shoemaking

· electrical works

GG never gives financial support, nor heavy equipment, agricultural implements or household appliances.

Transport and custom clearance
GG provides transport free of charge of properly packed tools to the nearest international harbour. For landlocked countries, the overland transport to a capital city can be covered as well. The tools are sent with all necessary documents, including a gift certificate.

The applicant is responsible for clearing costs as well as for transport costs from customs to the final destination.

GG does not provide, nor mediate in costs for insurance, clearance, storage and/or local transport. In advance, the applicant should inquire about local clearing procedures and should investigate local costs for clearance and transport. In most countries there are church-based organisations, NGO’s, etc. which possess tax clearance for gifts and donations from abroad.

Procedure

On request, GG sends a questionnaire which has to be completed in as much detail as possible and which should be returned to GG’s head-office in Amsterdam.

The office staff, and in some cases a special GG advisory board, will evaluate the project request. The projects are screened in accordance with the aims and criteria of GG. If needed, further requests for clarification will be communicated by mail and or email. The requesting organisation will receive a written statement of the decision, whether positive or negative.

Delivery time
After approval, the application will be adopted by one of the workshops. The total delivery time depends on type, amount and availability of the tools as well as on financing and transport. On average this may take 6 to 12 months.

Current developments

At the moment GG investigates the possibilities to develop tool depots and transfer recycled tool distribution to local organisations.

Any questions?

Don’t hesitate, contact us, preferably by mail or email.







